Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States Annotation Requirements

[bookmark: _GoBack]As you read the four-page excerpt from Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, use the following prompts and questions to guide the annotations you make on the text. You do not need to respond to these prompts here or on a separate piece of paper, only on the text itself. While annotating, be sure to circle any words or terms that are unclear and look them up using a dictionary (online dictionary or book version).

1. Use annotations to summarize points when the Sioux became more dependent on European/American goods (or the U.S. government) and how that changed their way of life.

2. Toward the bottom of the first page is an important and somewhat complex quote. Use detailed annotations summarize in your own words the following: “On the plains the Sioux gradually abandoned farming and turned entirely to bison hunting for their subsistence and for trade. This increased dependency on the buffalo in turn brought deeper dependency on guns and ammunition that had to be purchased with more hides, creating the vicious circle that characterized modern colonialism. With the balance of power tipped by midcentury, US traders and the military exerted pressure on the Sioux for land cessions and rights of way as the buffalo population decreased. The hardships for the Sioux caused by constant attacks on their villages, forced movement, and resultant disease and starvation took a toll on their strength to resist domination.”

3. Use annotations to summarize moments when the Sioux lost land from the United States.

4. Why is “Paha Sapa” so valuable to the Sioux? What is it known as in English?

5. Use annotations to summarize what happened when new colonists came into Sioux lands.

6. What happened with the cattle ranching industry that the Sioux were able to build?

7. Write down any questions or thoughts you might have on the concept of “home rule” (or “neocolonialism” as Dunbar-Ortiz calls it) and “termination” toward the end of page 3.

8. Use detailed annotations to summarize in your own words the quote from the bottom of page 3 where the United States is described as “alternating between a ‘peace’ policy and a ‘war’ policy in its relations with Indigenous nations and communities…these pendulum swings coincided with the strength and weakness of Native resistance.”

9. On page 4, write down any comments or questions you have that you think will help spark discussion in class next time (go beyond questions about word meanings).
